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MEDICAL  OFFICER’S  REPORT  FOR  THE  YEAR  1955 


To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the 

Pontardawe  Rural  District  Council. 


Gentlemen, 

I herewith  submit  the  Annual  Report  for  the  year  ended 
31st  December,  1955.  The  Report  is  compiled  in  accordance  with 
the  instructions  of  the  Ministry  of  Health  as  given  in  Circular 
17/55  (Wales). 

The  vital  statistics  for  the  year  under  review  continue  to  be 
in  keeping  with  those  of  other  semi-industrial  rural  districts  in 
England  and  Wales.  In  passing  it  is  of  interest  to  note  that  the 
mortality  rate  in  infants  under  one  year  per  1,000  live  births  is 
the  lowest  ever  recorded  in  the  area.  During  the  past  seven  years 
the  figure  has  varied  between  thirty  and  forty  and  has  always  been 
well  above  the  national  rate  but  this  year  (1955)  the  figure  for 
this  area  is  20.83  whilst  that  for  England  and  Wales  is  24.9. 
Although  the  numbers  involved  here  are  so  small  that  too  much 
significance  cannot  be  attached  to  these  figures  it  is  at  least 
encouraging. 

No  serious  outbreak  of  infectious  disease  occurred  during  the 
year  under  review.  Four  cases  of  poliomyelitis  were  notified  three 
being  paralytic  and  one  non-paralytic  ; there  were  no  deaths.  Two 
of  these  cases  occurred  in  the  area  of  the  Alltygrug  ward  and  two 
in  Cwmllynfell  ward  but  although  these  wards  are  adjoining  each 
other  no  connection  between  any  of  the  cases  could  be  demonstrated 

It  is  now  possible  to  study  the  statistics  relating  to  tuberculosis 
over  a complete  ten  year  period  since  the  end  of  the  last 
war.  In  the  years  immediately  after  the  war  there  was  a 
slight  rise  in  the  number  of  deaths  from  tuberculosis.  However, 
since  1948,  when  there  were  29  deaths  in  this  area,  the  numbers 
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have  fallen  steadily  to  the  record  low  figure  of  9 deaths  in  1955. 
Also,  for  the  first  time  no  deaths  from  non-pulmonary 
tuberculosis  occurred  during  the  year.  In  the  ten  years  mentioned 
tuberculosis  notifications  did  not  undergo  a comparable  fall  until 
the  last  few  years.  Then,  the  notifications  for  pulmonary 
tuberculosis  were  29  in  1953,  21  in  1954,  and  18  in  1955.  The 
same  trend  is  shown  by  national  tuberculosis  statistics  especially 
striking  amongst  which  is  the  dramatic  fall  in  the  number  of 
persons  in  England  and  Wales  on  waiting  lists  for  admission  to 
tuberculosis  hospitals.  In  1949,  there  were  11,000  such  persons; 
on  31st  December,  1955,  there  were  only  1,387.  Looking  at  the 
number  of  deaths  from  all  kinds  of  cancer  during  the  period 
1939  - 1955,  there  has  been  no  significant  change,  the  total  number 
for  each  of  these  years  always  remaining  a little  above  or  below 
60. 


In  the  field  of  housing  much  still  remains  to  be  done  and  the 
matter  is  especially  difficult  to  deal  with  because  of  the  large 
number  of  houses  which  are  becoming  unfit  at  the  same  time  in 
the  area,  this  problem  being  most  pressing  in  the  Godrergraig 
Ward.  In  choosing  tenants  for  Council  houses  preference  is  still 
being  given  to  those  families  who  are  in  apartments.  A few  of 
the  applicants  who  are  living  in  the  worst  circumstances  are  in 
such  a predicament  because  of  their  own  fecklessness  and  lack 
of  responsibility.  These  people  are  often  in  such  dire  circum- 
stances that  they  must  take  precedence  in  rehousing  before  people 
who  have  waited  much  longer  in  apartments  but  in  less  spectacular 
conditions.  That  this  course  has  to  be  undertaken  is  due  to  our 
responsibility  for  helping  the  young  children  of  these  “ problem  ” 
families.  A further  housing  difficulty  arising  in  this  district  is  due 
to  the  fact  that  the  population  of  the  area  is  not  a compact  one 
but  lives  in  a number  of  separate  villages  each  one  having  its  own 
community  interests.  Thus,  as  far  as  possible  we  try  to  rehouse 
applicants  in  or  near  their  own  village  where  their  social  activities 
lie  and  where  relations  or  friends  are  at  hand  to  help  them  in  time 
of  illness. 


Much  work  continues  to  be  done  by  the  Health  Department 
in  the  field  of  environmental  hygiene.  During  the  year  sampling 
or  the  small  subsidiary  water  supplies  continued  to  give  results  as 
satisfactory  as  could  be  obtained  in  the  circumstances.  During 
the  year  our  main  supplier  of  water,  Swansea  Corporation,  opened 
their  large  new  reservoir  at  Usk,  thus  giving  a larger  reserve  of 
water  in  the  Cray  Reservoir  which  serves  the  greater  part  of  this 
area.  Various  works  were  carried  out  in  the  field  of  sewerage  but 
sewage  disposal  remains  a most  pressing  problem  and  cannot  be 
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dealt  with  satisfactorily  without  the  building  of  some  new  works 
and  repairs  to  older  ones. 

Atmospheric  pollution  continues  to  present  problems  of  some 
importance  and  it  should  be  noted  that  Diesel  vehicles  on  the 
narrow  and  overcrowded  valley  roads  are  causing  a nuisance. 
The  filthy  black  oily  exhaust  of  many  badly  maintained  heavy 
lorries  is  becoming  a familiar  site  on  our  roads.  However,  it 
should  be  noted  that  public  service  vehicles  (motor  buses)  which 
are  now  almost  all  Diesel  vehicles  cause  little  nuisance  in  the  area. 


Also  during  1955,  the  Milk  (Special  Designations)  (Specified 
Orders)  (No.  2)  Order,  1955,  came  into  operation  in  this  and 
certain  adjacent  areas  towards  the  end  of  the  year.  Under  these 
regulations  it  is  now  an  offence  to  retail  undesignated  milk,  thus 
all  milk  sold  must  be  pasteurised,  sterilised  and/or  tuberculin 
tested  and  it  is  no  longer  possible  to  sell  raw  milk  from  door  to 
door  as  was  still  being  done  albeit  on  a very  small  scale. 


It  is  desired  to  thank  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the 
Council  for  their  interest  and  cooperation  and  also  the  Public 
Health  Staff  who  have  helped  to  maintain  the  services  in  a 
satisfactory  state. 


I am.  Gentlemen, 


Your  obedient  Servant, 


G.  M.  DAVIES 

Medical  Officer  of  Health 


GENERAL  PROVISION  OF  HEALTH  SERVICES 

IN  THE  AREA 

Chairman  of  the  Public  Health  Committee  : 

Councillor  D.  Jeremiah 

PUBLIC  HEALTH  OFFICERS 

Medical  Officer  of  Health  : 

Dr.  G.  M.  Davies,  M.B.,  Ch.B.,  D.P.H. 

Senior  Sanitary  Inspector  : 

Ieuan  Lewis,  M.B.E.,  F.S.I.A.,  C.R.S.I. 

(Meat  & Other  Foods) 

Additional  Sanitary  Inspectors  : 

G.  A.  Rees,  M.S.I.A. 

D.  J.  Davies,  M.S.I.A.,  C.R.S.I. 

(Meat  and  Other  Foods) 

H.  Wynne  Jones,  M.S.I.A.,  C.I.Hsg.,  C.R.S.I. 
(Meat  and  Other  Foods) 

ADMINISTRATIVE  AND  CLERICAL  : 

Senior  Assistant : John  Rogers 

Mary  E.  Davies  Rufus  Thomas 

Elwyn  Lewis  Gaynor  Jones 


SECTION  A — STATISTICS 

Area  as  given  on  Ordnance  Maps  34,969  acres 

Registrar-General’s  Estimate  of  Population  32,170 

Rateable  Value  £131,688 

Sum  represented  by  a Penny  Rate  £492 

Birth  Rate  per  Registrar  General’s 13.62  per  1,000  estimated 

Birth  figures  civilian  population 

Live  Birth  Rate  per  Registrar  General’s 13.43  per  1,000  estimated 

Birth  figures  civilian  population 

Still  Birth  Rate  per  Registrar  General’s 13.70  per  1,000  live  and 

Still-Birth  figures  still-births 

Death  Rate  14.70  per  1,000  estimated  civilian  population 

Deaths  from  Maternal  Causes  There  were  none  registered 

during  the  year. 

Death  Rate  of  Infants  under  one  year  of  age  : — 

All  Infants  per  1,000  live  births  20  83 

Legitimate  Infants  per  1,000  legitimate  births  21.53 

No  deaths  were  registered  of  illegitimate  Infants 
under  the  age  of  one  year. 

Deaths  from  Cancer  (all  ages)  73 

Deaths  from  Measles  ^il 

Deaths  from  Whooping  Cough  jsjij 

Deaths  from  Gastro-Enteritis  (under  2 years)  Nil 
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FACTORIES  ACTS,  1937  AND  1948 
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2 — Cases  in  which  Defects  were  found. 
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STATISTICS  DURING  THE  CALENDAR  YEAR,  1955, 
CLASSIFIED  BY  AGES,  CAUSES  AND  LOCALITIES 


H 


8 


Othe 


CO  *-H  —H  1 

- 1'°-'°  1 1 1 1-  1-  1 

04  | m i-n 

ri  i 

1 

| O'  *-■' 
Tf  co 

1 <*■ 
o 

n i 

1 lnN  1-  1 II  1-  1 1 

II  H 

i—  i 

1 

fS  r<l 

yr 

O 

-mi 

I-*-'"  1 1 1 1 1 1-  1 

I m -rf  <-< 

i i-  i 

1 

Tf  co 
CO  CO 

67  1 

i- 1 i 

i i-  r--  i i i i i i 

nn 

INI 

1 

co  o 
▼—1  * 

23  1 

<s  ^ | | 

(N  — P-  | | — — i | - -<N  | N 

i i 

1 - 1 1 

1 

VO 

V-)  CO 

ON 

Tf  lo  1 — 

i r-~  i i i i i ii  i 

| |-N| 

INI 

1 

CO  m 
04  04 

00 

INI 

ii  i-  i i i i i i i i i 

i i i i i 

INI 

- 

04 

CO 

--  1 1 

i i- 1 i i i i i i i- 1 

i i- 1 i 

INI 

r-  — 

i 

28 

1-  1 1 

\~*  i i i i i i i r- 

i r-  i 

INI 

1 

ON  — 

30  j 

Nifi  1 | 

i i i i - i i ^.i 

i | 

— 1 

1 

Tf  \0 

rf  m 

08 

^D  00  1 

i i i i irr)(N<s 

i rsi 

<N  m | 

1 

1-H  04 
On  Os 

CO 

00 

| 

| CS  C"  | |—|  |~ri  — 

i i 

1 1 1 

1 

CO  CO 
00  ^ 

136 

mo  | ^ 

| |oo|t^r4rj|-H  — — rj| 

i 

- 1 1 

04 

*-<  m 
o-  rj- 

VO 

ri  i 

I I 1 1—  1 1 1 1-  1 1 

i i—  i 

" 1 1 

1 

ON  o 

ON 

INI 

1 1 II  1 1 1 1 I"  1 1 I 

i i i-  i 

" 1 1 

1 

04  CO 

INI 

M 1 1-  1 I 1 | ||  | | 

- i - i - 

1 1 1 

1 

* 1 

1 1 1 I M 1 1 M 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 II  1 1 1 1 

- 1 

- 

INI 

1 I"  1 1 II  1 1 1 1 II 

— — > cn  m | 

1 1 1 

1 

VI  T}- 

ON 

ro  © 
^ (N 


m 04 


OC  04  (N 
*—  04 


r-  co 


04 


vo  r- 
vo  o 

04  04 


CO 


9 


GLAMORGAN  (ADMINISTRATIVE  COUNTY)— VITAL  STATISTICS,  1955 


NEO  NATAL 
MORTALITY 

Rate  per 
1,000 

Live  Birth; 

17.3 

1 

ZL'ZZ 

ON 

cl 

(N 

22.06 

25.41 

NO 

ON 

n 

23.95 

31.25 

O 

o 

NO 

16.53 

21.28 

27.03 

30.06 

Deaths 
under 
4 weeks 

i 

253 

189 

64 

m 

NO 

rH 

VO 

INFANT  MORTALITY 

Rate  per 
1.00C 

Live  Births 

1 

ON 

00 

CO 

rn 

m 

34.73 

30.33 

32.67 

36.56 

35.93 

! 

49.11 

16.00 

OO 

o 

OO 

CN 

(N 

40.54 

1 

44.09 

Deaths 
under 
1 Year 

374 

286 

OO 

00 

00 

24 

33 
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r- 

VO 

22  | 

DEATHS 

Rate  per 
1,000 

Population 

1 

11.7 

13.09 

13.03 

13.24 

16.72 

00 

rn 

v-M 

Z.Z.0I 

IVZl 

10.52 

12.58 

OVZl 

l _ 

14.63 

15.24 

1 

Number 

of 

Deaths 

1 
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6,972 

2,681 

| LL9 
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OO 

ON 

m 

449 

150 

287 

269 

144 

vn 
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BIRTHS 

Rate  per 
1,000 

Population 

1 

15.0 

15.10 

15.40 

14.33 

13.60 

15.10 

r^- 

o 

OO 

wH 

18.58 

17.53 

ON 
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15.04 

14.21 

Number 

of 

Births 

11,137 

8,236 

2,901 

551 

465 

668 

672 

O 

<N 

363 

329 

148 

499 

Estimated 

Population 

1955 



737,400 

534,900 

202,500 

40,500 

30,800 

36,960 

36,170 

14,260 

22,820 

22,240 

9,840 

35,110 

England  and  Wales  

Administrative  County  

Urban  Districts  

Rural  Districts 

Health  Division.  Constituent  Districts 
Aberdare  and  Aberdare  Urban 
Mountain  Ash 

Mountain  AshUrban 

Caerphilly  and  Caerphilly  Uiban 
Gelligaer 

Gelligaer  Urban 

Mid-Glamorgan  Bridgend  Urban 

Maes  teg  Urban  

Ogmore  & Garw 
Urban 

Porthcawl  Urban 
Penybont  Rural  
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12.64  | 
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00 
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19,180 

18,970 

11,790 

25,650 

32,170 

108,210 

Neath  and  Neath  M.B. 

District 

Neath  Rural 

Pontypridd  and  Llantrisant  Rural 
Llantrisant 

Pontypridd  Urban 

Port  Talbot  and  Glyncorrwg  Urban 
Glyncorrwg 

Port  Talbot  M.B. 

South  East  Barry  M.B. 

Glamorgan 

Cardiff  Rural 
Cowbridge  M.B. 
Cowbridge  Rural 

Penarth  Urban 

West  Glamorgan  Gower  Rural 

Llwchwr  Urban 

Pontardawe  Rural 

Rhondda  Rhondda  Urban 
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INFANTILE  MORTALITY.  Net  Deaths  At  Various  Ages  Under  One  Year. 
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Causes  of  Death 

Prematurity  j 

Cleft  Palate,  Hare  | 
Lip,  Necrocephaly 
Asphyxia 

Asthenia 

Microcephaly 

Congenital  Heart 
Disease 
Acute  laryngo 
tiacheo  bronchitis 

TOTALS 

BIRTHS  AND  DEATHS,  1955 
Births 


Live  Bir 

:hs 

Still  Bin 

hs 

M. 

F . 

Total 

M. 

F . 

Total 

Total  

226 

206 

432 

Total  

5 

1 

6 

Legitimate 

218 

200 

418 

Legitimate 

4 

1 

5 

Illegitimate 

8 

6 

14 

Illegitimate 

1 

— 

1 

Deaths 


Deaths  of  Infants  under 

1 Year  o 

Ag 

% 

M. 

F . 

Total 

Total  

5 

4 

9 

Legitimate 

5 

4 

9 

Illegitimate 

— 

— 

— 

Deaths  of  Infants  under 
4 W eeks  of  Age 


M. 

F . 

Total 

Total  

4 

4 

8 

Legitimate 

4 

4 

8 

Illegitimate 

— 

— 

— 

STATISTICAL  TABLE— COMPARISON  OF  POPULATION 
BIRTHS  AND  DEATHS,  1938—1955 
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BIRTHS  AND  DEATHS  1946—1955 


Year 

Live  Birth  Rate  per 
1,000  Population 

Death  Rate  under 
One  Year  per 
1,000  Live  Births 

Death  Rate  per 
1,000  Population 

1946 

17.4 

52.0 

12.3 

1947 

16.8 

45.0 

12.9 

1948 

16.5 

37.1 

11.8 

1949 

14.4 

51.0 

13.2 

1950 

13.97 

35.09 

14.15 

1951 

13.23 

30.37 

14.16 

1952 

14.57 

32.05 

13.30 

1953 

13.93 

49.11 

13.21 

1954 

14.26 

39.22 

13.36 

1955 

13.43 

20.83 

14.70 
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DEATHS  FROM  VIOLENCE,  1955 


Sex 

PARISH  OR  WARD 

Cause 

M 

F 

Cly- 

dach 

Blaen 

egel& 

Mawr 

Allty- 

grug 

Cwm- 

llyn- 

fell 

Cae- 

gur- 

wen 

Asphyxia  by  Drowning  

2 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

2 

Fall  after  being  pushed 
by  a horse 

1 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Fall  at  Home  

1 

3 

1 

1 

1 

1 

— 

Industrial — 
Injured  at  work 

3 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

2 

SUICIDE,  1955 


Cause 

Sex 

PARISH  OR  WARD 

M 

t 

Mawr 

Ynisymond 

Asphyxia  due  to 
Strangulation  by 
Hanging 

— 

1 

1 

— 

Strangulation  by  a rope 
tied  around  her  neck 

— 

1 

— 

1 

MOTOR  VEHICLE  ACCIDENTS,  1955 


Cause 

Sex 

PARISH  OR  WARD 

M 

F 

Alltygrug 

Caegurwen 

Fall  from  Running  Board 
of  Motor  Lorry 

1 

— 

— 

1 

Knocked  down  by 
Motor  Car 

1 

— 

1 

— 
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SECTION  B.— GENERAL  PROVISION  OF  HEALTH 
SERVICES  FOR  THE  DISTRICT 
(a)  Laboratory  Facilities. 

The  County  Laboratory,  Cardiff,  still  undertakes  the  analysis 
of  all  water,  milk,  and  icecream  samples  together  with  such 
pathological  specimens  as  are  from  time  to  time  necessary.  The 
same  laboratory  is  also  responsible  for  analysis  of  samples  in 
connection  with  atmospheric  pollution.  In  addition  to  the  services 
rendered  by  the  Cardiff  Laboratory,  the  Beck  Laboratory, 
Swansea,  also  undertakes  to  examine  samples  when  urgent  results 
are  necessary. 

Numbers  of  samples  taken  are  as  follows  : — 


WATER : 

Bacteriological  Examination  54 

Chemical  Analysis  42 

MILK  : 

Bacteriological  Examination  15 

ICECREAM  : 

Bacterioligical  Examination  27 

Chemical  Analysis  27 

SEWAGE  : 

Effluent  Analysis  11 


(b)  Welfare  Services,  Hospital  and  Ambulance  Services. 

The  Glamorgan  County  Council  maintains  and  administers 
the  Welfare  and  Ambulance  Services  within  the  area.  For  the 
purpose  of  the  Ambulance  Service,  a sub-station  is  maintained  at 
Ynisderw  House,  Pontardawe.  The  Glantawe  Hospital 
Management  Committee  administers  the  two  hospitals  situated 
within  the  area  at  Clydach  and  Gellynudd.  A Chest  Clinic  is  also 
maintained  at  Ynisderw  House  by  the  Hospital  Management 
Committee. 

The  Staff  of  your  Health  Department  works  in  close  liaison 
with  the  officers  of  the  other  authorities  mentioned,  particulary  in 
the  case  of  problems  affecting  aged  persons  not  receiving  proper 
care  and  attention. 

NATIONAL  ASSISTANCE  ACT,  1948. 

Throughout  the  year  it  did  not  become  necessary  to  take  any 
formal  action  under  this  Act. 


16 


SECTION  C. — SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  OF  THE 

AREA 


Water. 

The  District’s  main  source  of  water  supply  continues  to  be 
the  Cray  Reservoir.  The  water  from  this  reservoir  is  obtained  by 
agreement  with  the  Swansea  Corporation.  Your  Council  also 
maintains  a number  of  tanks  and  springs  situated  throughout  the 
District  and  these  serve  to  augment  the  main  supply  already 
mentioned.  These  supplies  are  the  responsibility  of  the 
Engineering  and  Water  Department  of  your  Authority. 

(1)  All  these  sources  continue  to  give  an  adequate  water 
supply  which  is  generally  satisfactory  as  to  quality  and  quantity. 

(2)  The  results  of  analyses  of  chemical  and  bacteriological 
samples  show  the  Council’s  various  water  supplies  to  be  of  the 
nature  required  for  human  consumption. 

(3)  In  no  case  of  a water  sample  taken  for  chemical  analysis 
was  there  significant  evidence  of  contamination  by  lead. 

(4)  A very  small  percentage  of  properties  situated  within 
the  area  are  not  connected  to  one  or  other  of  the  Council’s  water 
supplies.  In  consequence  no  system  of  stand  pipes  operates. 


Pollution  of  Rivers  and  Streams. 

The  South  West  Wales  Rivers  Board  is  responsible  for  all 
the  rivers  and  most  of  their  tributaries  to  the  West  and  up  to  the 
East  bank  of  the  river  Tawe.  The  Officers  of  this  Board  receive 
the  closest  cooperation  from  your  Health  Officers  as  occasion 
demands.  Your  Authority  still  has  important  functions  to 
perform  in  relation  to  the  pollution  of  water  courses  under  the 
Public  Health  Act,  1936.  The  close  cooperation  already  referred 
to  ensures  that  both  Authorities  discharge  their  respective  functions 
in  the  best  interest  of  the  public. 


Disinfestation. 

(a)  ERADICATION  OF  BED  BUGS 

Number  of  (1)  Council  Houses 

(i) 

Infested 

Number  of  (2)  Other  Houses 

(ii) 

Disinfested 

(i) 

Infested 

(ii) 

Disinfested 

5 

5 

14 

14 
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(b)  Methods  Employed  in  Disinfesting  Houses. 

The  best  results  in  disinfestation  were  obtained  by  a direct 
application  of  D.D.T.  in  either  liquid  or  powder  form  as  necessary 
in  each  particular  case. 

Where  disinfestation  of  articles  of  clothing  and  bedding  is 
found  to  be  necessary  this  is  carried  out  at  the  Centre  attached 
to  Ynisderw  House.  The  method  employed  is  gaseous  in  operation 
and  is  found  to  be  effective. 


Sewage  and  Sewage  Effluent. 

In  the  course  of  the  year  samples  of  sewage  effluents  from 
all  the  Council’s  sewage  disposal  works  were  submitted  for 
analysis.  The  results  obtained  showed  in  a varying  degree  the 
inadequacy  of  the  treatment  received. 

In  my  Report  for  the  previous  year  I drew  attention  to  the 
situation  prevailing  and  mentioned  the  fact  that  various  schemes 
were  under  consideration  for  improving  the  efficacy  of  the  plants 
in  operation  at  the  various  outfall  works.  Under  present  conditions 
it  is  feared  that  little  improvement  can  be  hoped  for  in  the  quality 
of  treated  effluents.  Therefore,  it  is  of  considerable  importance 
that  the  schemes  in  preparation  should  be  implemented  with  as 
little  delay  as  possible. 


Development  of  Sewerage  Schemes. 

Particulars  of  progress  in  connection  with  sewerage  schemes 


are  given  below 

— 

. v • i'i-  . . .14 

Parish 

Description  of  Works 

Contract 

Price 

Position  at 
31/12/55 

Rhyndwyclydach 

Clydach  Automatic  Pumping 
Station  

£2,161 

Completed 

Cilybebyll 

Gellynudd  Sewerage  Scheme  

£3,520 

Completed 

Mawr  

Craigcefnparc  Privy 
Conversion  Scheme 

£20,414 

In 

Progress 
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SECTION  D.— HOUSING 


House  Inspection. 

The  details  of  house  inspections  for  the  year  under  review 
will  be  found  in  the  Senior  Sanitary  Inspector’s  section  of  this 
Report.  Nuisances  arising  from  sanitary  defects  and  overcrowding 
were  the  main  conditions  remedied. 


Statistical  Analysis  of  Rehousing  Activity  during  the  Post-War 

Years 

The  following  tables  are  included  to  give  full  details  of  the 
progress  of  the  Council’s  rehousing  activities.  Table  No.  1 shows 
the  action  taken  during  the  year  1955.  Table  No.  2 is  a summary 
of  all  applicants  rehoused  from  1946  to  the  end  of  1955,  and 
Table  No.  3 gives  details  of  the  position  of  the  waiting  list  for 
Council  houses  at  the  end  of  the  year. 

It  will  be  seen  from  Table  No.  1 that  the  outstanding 
problems  in  the  Blaenegel  and  Mawr  and  Alltygrug  Wards  were 
substantially  reduced  during  the  year. 

The  Waiting  List. 

Table  No.  3 shows  that  there  were  990  applicants  on  the 
waiting  list  at  the  end  of  the  year  compared  with  913  at  the  31st 
December,  1954.  The  waiting  list  therefore  went  up  by  77  new 
cases  although  120  families  were  rehoused  during  the  year.  The 
largest  number  of  applicants  at  the  year’s  end  were  concentrated 
in  the  Clydach  and  Caegurwen  wards  and  it  is  satisfactory  to 
report  that  current  building  is  taking  place  in  those  areas. 


C'  j 
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ANALYSIS  OF  APPLICANTS  RE-HOUSED  DURING  THE  YEAR  1955 
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ANALYSIS  OF  APPLICANTS  RE-HOUSED.  SUMMARY.  YEARS  1946—1955. 
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ANALYSIS  OF  WAITING  LIST  — 31st  DECEMBER,  1955 
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SECTION  E.— INSPECTION  AND  SUPERVISION 

OF  FOOD 


MILK 

SUMMARY  OF  REGISTRATIONS  UNDER  THE 
MILK  REGULATIONS 


Parish  of 

£ 

o 

Purpose  for  which 
Registered 

Rhyn- 

dwy- 

clydach 

Llan- 

quicke 

Cily- 

bebyll 

puoui 
■ .<siux 

Mawr 

Sources  . 

Outside 

Area 

Total 

Registert 

Distributors 

5 

14 

l 

1 

1 

3 

25 

Dairies  

5 

12 

1 



1 

_ 

19 

Dealers — 
Accredited  Milk 

Dealers — Tuber- 
culin Tested  Milk 

1 

1 

2 

Dealers — Pasteur- 
ised Milk 

2 

8 

3 

2 

3 

18 

Dealers — 
Sterilised  Milk 

2 

5 

1 

1 

2 

11 

Supplementary 
Licences — All 
Milks 

— 

— 

— 

— 

9 

9 

Total  Registrations 

14 

40 

$ 

6 

4 

8 

12 

84 

Milk  Supply. 

This  Authority  has  the  duty  of  supervising  milk  distribution 
after  this  product  leaves  its  place  of  production.  As  a consequence 
milk  distributors  and  their  premises  are  registered  and  both  dealers 
and  supplementary  dealers  in  designated  milks  are  licensed. 

The  Inspectors  supervise  milk  handlers  and  in  this  manner 
achieve  control  in  matters  affecting  cleanliness  of  this  most 
important  food. 
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Milk  Samples. 


The  results  of  examinations  of  samples  taken  during  the  year 
for  bacteriological  purposes  are  as  follows.  These  were  dealt  with 
at  the  Cardiff  Public  Health  Laboratory. 


Laboratory 

No. 

Taken 

No. 

Satis- 

factory 

No. 

Unsatis- 

factory 

% 

Satis- 

factory 

Cardiff  and  County  Laboratory, 
Bacteriological  Examination 

Cardiff 

15 

14 

1 

93.3% 

The  unsatisfactory  sample  contained  Brucella  Abortus. 


Icecream. 

SUMMARY  OF  REGISTRATIONS 
(FOOD  AND  DRUGS  ACT,  1938,  SECTION  14) 


Purposes  for  which 
Registered 

PARISH  OR  WARD 

Total 

Regis- 

tered 

Clyd. 

Cell. 

§ 

Ynis. 

G 

B.&.M. 

God. 

Cwm. 

Cae. 

Manufacture  and 
Sale  : 

(/)  Complete 

1 

l 

2 

Cold  Mix 
(it)  Hot  Mix 

— 

2 

3 

1 

4 

10 

Sale  : 

14 

74 

(/)  Prepacked 

16 

7 

5 

— 

2 

13 

5 

3 

9 

(//)  Loose 

1 

— 

2 

1 

4 

8 

Total  Registered 

16 

7 

5 

— 

2 

15 

7 

20 

5 

17 

94 

Icecream  Samples. 

The  results  of  analysis  of  samples  taken  during  the  year  and 
sent  to  the  laboratory  at  Cardiff  are  as  follows  : 


No. 

No 

No. 

% 

Satis- 

Unsatis- 

Satis- 

Laboratory 

Taken 

factory 

factory 

factory 

Cardiff  and  County  Laboratory,  Cardiff 
Bacteriological  Examination 

30 

30 

— 

100% 
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CARCASES  AND  OFFAL  INSPECTED  AND  CONDEMNED 


Cattle 

excluding 

Cows 

Cows 

Calves 

Sheep 

and 

Lambs 

Pigs 

Number  killed  

992 

327 

497 

19,527 

1,234 

Number  Inspected  

992 

327 

497 

19,527 

1,234 

All  Diseases  except  Tuberculosis 
and  Cysticercosis 

Whole  Carcases  Condemned 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

2 

Nil 

Carcases  of  which  Some  Part  or 
Organ  was  condemned 

457 

248 

5 

6,366 

249 

Percentage  of  the  Number 
inspected  affected  with  disease 
other  than  tuberculosis  and 
cysticosis 

46.0 

75.8 

1.0 

32.5 

20.2 

Tuberculosis  Only 
Whole  Carcases  Condemned 

Nil 

1 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Carcases  of  which  Some  Part  or 
Organ  was  condemned  

18 

15 

Nil 

Nil 

9 

Percentage  of  the  number  inspected 
affected  with  tuberculosis 

1.8 

4.6 

Nil 

Nil 

0.7 

Cysticercosis 

No  case  was  found  during  the  year 


Food  and  Drugs  Act,  1938. 


Following  are  details  of  samples  taken  by  the  County  Sanitary 
lnspectois  in  the  Pontardawe  Rural  District  during  the  year  Our 
thanks  are  again  expressed  to  the  County  Medical  Officer  of  Health 
tor  this  information. 


Milk  94 

Chemical  Food  2 

Baking  Powder  6 

Influenza  Mixture  1 

Fever  Cure  v....  i 

Camphorated  Oil  2 

Butter  12 

Margarine  4 

All  Vegetable  Fat  1 

Brown  Sago  1 

White  Pepper 

Table  Jelly  3 


Self  Raising  Flour  4 

Non  Brewed  Condiment  6 

Beef  Sausages 9 

Orange  Drink  6 

Sterilised  Cream  6 

Herb  Beer  j 

Sponge  Mixture  n 

Pudding  Mixture  3 

Salad  Cream  1 

Custard  Powder  4 

Cake  Flour  8 

Sago  3.  4 
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Ground  Mace 1 

Jelly  Cream  Surprise 1 

Ice  Cream  12 

Ginger  ....l 1 

Blancmange  Powder  2 

Prunes  1 

Lemon  Curd  2 

Lard  2 

Epsom  Salts  3 

Sweets  7 

Glycerine  1 

Malt  Extract  with  Cod 

Liver  Oil  1 

Beef  Dripping 1 

Rice  2 

Vinegar  5 

Olive  Oil  1 

Semolina  2 

Bengers  Food  1 

Tea  1 

Lemonade  2 

Raspberryade  1 

Carbonate  of  Soda  2 

Meat  Paste  1 

Dried  Coffee  Extract 1 

Fish  Paste  1 

Canned  Meat  2 

Patent  Barley  3 

Chocolate  Spread  1 

Midlothian  Oat  Food  1 

Cornflour  2 

Dessert  Powder  2 

Jam  3 

Chandy  Soft  Drink  1 

Orangeade  Powder  1 

Spirit  Vinegar  ; 1 

Dates  1 

Apple  Juice  1 


Ground  Rice  2 

Glucose  l 

Tea  Cake  Mixture  1 

Honey  2 

Shredded  Beef  Suet  1 

Grape  Nuts  1 

Coffee  & Chicory  Essence  2 
Canned  French  Beans  1 

Macaroni  & Cheese  2 

Date  Pudding  1 

Canned  Raspberries  1 

Barley  Flakes  2 

Glace  Cherries  1 

Grapefruit  Crush  1 

Cream  of  Tartar  1 

Tapioca  1 

Canned  Soup  1 

Canned  Fruit  2 

Ground  Almonds  1 

Trifle  Pack  1 

Curry  Powder 1 

Wine  Vinegar  1 

Canned  Oysters  1 

Canned  Casserole  1 

Sauce  1 

Canned  Tomatoes  1 

Canned  Peas  3 

Salt  1 

Tomato  Sauce 1 

Vegetable  Salad  1 

Soda  Water  9 

Olive  Oil  1 

Non-Alcholic  Shandy  1 

Fish  Paste  2 

Botanic  Beer  : 1 

Sultanas  3 

Soda  Mint  Tablets  1 


TOTAL  322 


Five  samples  of  Soda  Water  were  found,  under  analysis,  to  be 
devoid  of  Sodium  Bicarbonate.  Proceedings  were  taken  against 
the  Manufacturers  resulting  in  fine  of  amounting  to  £10/0/0  plus 
£4/4/0  Advocate’s  Fees,  and  £3/15/0  Analyst’s  Fees. 
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SECTION  F.— PREVALENCE  OF  AND  CONTROL  OVER  INFECTIOUS  AND  OTHER  DISEASES 
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CANCER  DEATHS— 1955 
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CANCER  DEATHS— LUNG  AND  BRONCHUS  1946-1955 


Year 

Sex 

Total 

Clydach 

Pontardawe 

Y st  alyf  era 

Gwauncae- 

gurwen 

1946 

JM 

IF 

6 

5 

— 

1 

— 

1947 

jm 

6 

6 

— 

— 

— 

\F 

1 

1 

— 

— 

— 

1948 

JM 

9 

3 

1 

2 

3 

IF 

1 

1 

— 

— 

— 

1949 

jm 

IF 

12 

8 

3 

— 

1 

1950 

JM 

IF 

9 

3 

2 

1 

3 

1951 

JM 

IF 

7 

5 

1 

1 

— 

1952 

JM 

IF 

12 

9 

2 

— 

1 

1953 

JM 

21 

14 

3 

3 

1 

IF 

1 

1 

— 

— 

— 

1954 

JM 

2 

1 

— 

— 

1 

IF 

3 

— 

1 

— 

2 

1955 

JM 

16 

4 

4 

6 

2 

IF 

1 

— 

— 

1 

— 

LIST  OF  SCARLET  FEVER  CASES  NOTIFIED  DURING  1955 


Age  Groups 

Total 

Sex 

Ward  or  Parish 

Clydach 

Mawr 

4 — 5 years 

2 

M 

2 

— 

2 

F 

1 

1 

5 — 10  years 

1 

M 

1 

— 

3 

F 

3 

TOTALS  

8 

7 

1 

Males  — 3 
Females  — 5 
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PARTICULARS  OF  INCIDENCE  OF  NOTIFIABLE  DISEASES  EXCLUDING  TUBERCULOSIS  DURING 

THE  YEAR,  1955 
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CANCER  DEATHS  1939—1955 


Year 

Sex 

Total 

Clydach 

Pontardawe 

Ystalyfera 

Gwaun- 

caegurwen 

1939 

M 

32 

17 

6 

3 

6 

F 

30 

11 

9 

6 

4 

1940 

M 

33 

14 

10 

5 

4 

F 

28 

9 

10 

5 

4 

1941 

M 

18 

5 

3 

5 

5 

F 

20 

5 

7 

5 

3 

1942 

M 

26 

6 

13 

3 

4 

F 

23 

6 

6 

5 

6 

1943 

M 

31 

10 

11 

8 

2 

F 

19 

6 

8 

4 

1 

1944 

M 

36 

10 

14 

6 

6 

F 

31 

10 

6 

6 

9 

1945 

M 

33 

15 

8 

6 

4 

F 

30 

10 

8 

5 

7 

1946 

M 

33 

12 

4 

12 

5 

F 

25 

5 

8 

6 

6 

1947 

M 

28 

15 

6 

4 

3 

F 

27 

7 

9 

4 

7 

1948 

M 

42 

10 

9 

7 

16 

F 

20 

3 

9 

5 

3 

1949 

M 

40 

11 

18 

5 

6 

F 

24 

4 

7 

2 

11 

1950 

M 

33 

10 

8 

6 

9 

F 

23 

8 

5 

4 

6 

1951 

M 

40 

21 

8 

6 

5 

F 

22 

6 

5 

4 

7 

1952 

M 

35 

14 

10 

8 

3 

F 

31 

10 

6 

10 

5 

1953 

M 

47 

25 

8 

9 

5 

F 

28 

8 

8 

6 

6 

1954 

M 

25 

11 

6 

4 

4 

F 

23 

5 

13 

1 

4 

1955 

M 

43 

10 

15 

11 

7 

1 

F 

30 

5 

9 

9 

7 
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TUBERCULOSIS 


NEW 

CASES 

DEATHS 

AGES 

Respiratory 

Non- 

Respiratory 

Respiratory 

Non- 

Respiratory 

M 

F 

M 

F 

M 

F 

M 

F 

0 — 1 Year  

1 — 4 Years  

1 

5 — 14  Years  

— 

1 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

15 — 24  Years  

1 

2 

1 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

25 — 34  Years  

1 

2 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

35 — 44  Years  

2 

1 

1 

2 

1 

1 

— 

— 

45 — 54  Years  ..... 

2 

— 

— 

— 

3 

1 

— 

— 

55 — 64  Years  

3 

1 

— 

— 

2 

— 

— 

— 

65  and  upwards 

1 

1 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

Age  unknown  

Totals  

10 

8 

4 

4 

7 

2 

— 

— 

Rate  of  Incidence  of  New  Cases  : 0.81  per  1,000  population 


Death  Rate  from  this  Disease  : 0.28  per  1,000  population 


NUMBER  OF  CASES  ON  TUBERCULOSIS  REGISTER 
AT  THE  COMMENCEMENT  OF  THE  YEAR  1955 


Respiratory 

Non-Respiratory 

Respiratory  and 
Non-Respiratory 

M 

F 

Total 

M 

F 

Total 

Total 

149 

142 

291 

42 

40 

82 

373 

Rate  of  Incidence  : 11.6  per  1,000  population. 


NUMBER  OF  CASES  ON  TUBERCULOSIS  REGISTER 
AT  THE  END  OF  THE  YEAR  1955 


Respiratory 

Non-Respiratory 

Respiratory  and 
Non-Respiratory 

M 

F 

Total 

M 

F 

Total 

Total 

145 

141 

286 

39 

37 

76 

362 

Rate  of  Incidence  : 11.3  per  1,000  population. 
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PARTICULARS  OF  TUBERCULOSIS  DEATHS  1946-1955 


Year 

Pulmonary 

Total 

Non-Pulmonary 

Total 

Total 
Deaths 
All  Forms 

Male 

Female 

Male 

Female 

1946 

11 

6 

17 

1 

1 

2 

19 

1947 

14 

7 

21 

1 

— 

1 

22 

1948 

18 

10 

28 

— 

1 

1 

29 

1949 

17 

4 

21 

1 

1 

2 

23 

1950 

10 

10 

20 

1 

2 

3 

23 

1951 

8 

8 

16 

— 

1 

1 

17 

1952 

13 

3 

16 

— 

1 

1 

17 

1953 

12 

1 

13 

1 

1 

2 

15 

1954 

8 

2 

10 

2 

— 

2 

12 

1955 

7 

2 

9 

— 

— 

— 

9 

34 
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ENGLAND  AND  WALES 
TUBERCULOSIS  STATISTICS,  1948—1955 


(Figures  in  brackets  relate  to  respiratory  tuberculosis  only) 


Year 

Mortality 

Notifications 

Hospital  beds 
(at  31st  December) 

Waiting-list 
(at  31st 
December) 

Allocated 

Occupied 

1948 

21,993 

(19,088) 

52,576 

(43,971) 

— 

— 

— 

1949 

19,908 

(17,559) 

52,041 

(44,480) 

31,273 

(27,286) 

26,115 

(22,767) 

10,986 

1950 

15,969 

(14,079) 

49,358 

(42,435) 

33,098 

(29,207) 

27,782 

(24,411) 

9,578 

1951 

13,806 

(12,031) 

49,440 

(42,696) 

34,120 

(30,581) 

29,408 

(26,397) 

7,096 

1952 

10,585 

(9,335) 

48,093 

(41,904) 

35,293 

(31,963) 

29,737 

(27,156) 

6,126 

1953 

8,902 

(7,913) 

46,546 

(40,917) 

35,118 

(32,446) 

30,442 

(28,199) 

5,299 

1954 

7,897 

(7,069) 

42,348 

(36,973) 

35,069 

(32,593) 

30,142 

(28,227) 

3,017 

1955 

6,492 

(5,837) 

38,134 

(33,580) 

34,057 

(31,900) 

27,329 

(25,744) 



1,387 
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RAINFALL  IN  1955— AT  WERN  HOUSE,  YSTALYFERA 


Month 

Total 

Depth 

Greatest  fall  in 
24  hours 

Number  of 
days  with 
.01  or  more 
recorded 

Inches 

Date 

Inches 

January  

5.46 

11/1/55 

1.09 

19 

February  

3.34 

7/2/55 

.88 

15 

M arch  

3.86 

26/3/55 

1.62 

6 

April  

5.84 

28/4/55 

1.29 

15 

May  

6.68 

13/5/55 

1.0 

22 

June  

9.66 

12/6/55 

1.74 

18 

July  



2.13 

14/7/55 

.76 

6 

August  

3.48 

14/8/55 

1.67 

7 

September 

4.27 

5/9/55 

1.21 

19 

October  

4.24 

18/10/55 

1.73 

16 

November 

5.27 

11/11/55 

1.16 

10 

December 

8.88 

20/12/55 

1.05 

26 

TOTALS 

63.11 

Rain  Gauge. 

Diameter  of  Funnel — 5 inches. 

Height  of  top — Above  ground,  1 foot  6 inches 
Above  Sea  Level,  240  feet. 

We  again  wish  to  thank  Miss  Lily  Williams,  of  Wern  House, 
Ystalyfera,  who  has  so  kindly  supplied  us  with  the  above 
information. 
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SENIOR  SANITARY  AND  SHOPS’  INSPECTOR’S 

ANNUAL  REPORT,  1955 
Mr.  Chairman  and  Gentlemen, 

I have  pleasure  in  submitting  for  your  consideration  my 
Annual  Report  for  the  year  1955. 

The  year  has  not  been  characterised  as  some  are  by  any  major 
departures  from  or  new  developments  in  the  field  of  environmental 
hygiene  with  the  one  exception  of  slum  clearance  which  was 
foreshadowed  in  a previous  report.  The  Housing  Repairs  and 
Rents  Act  of  1954  heralded  the  national  programme  to  reduce  the 
slum  properties  of  the  country.  The  problem  in  so  far  as  it  relates 
to  your  Council’s  area  is  discussed  in  the  appropriate  section  of 
the  report. 

Refuse  collection  has  pursued  the  normal  pattern  and  it  is 
pleasing  to  note  that  collection  frequency  is  being  maintained  at 
its  previous  high  level.  Opportunity  is  taken  in  this  report  to 
comment  on  the  necessity  of  mechanization  of  refuse  disposal  in 
relation  both  to  economy  and  efficiency. 

Meat  inspection  services  have  succeeded  during  the  year  in 
effecting  100%  inspection  of  meat  slaughtered  in  the  area  for 
human  consumption.  The  year  has  seen  improvements  effected  in 
the  two  slaughterhouses  under  your  Council’s  control. 

Food  Hygiene  has  been  given  its  full  degree  of  attention  and 
it  is  likely  that  this  aspect  of  public  health  will  assume  even  more 
importance  in  future  years. 


PART  I.— GENERAL  PUBLIC  HEALTH. 

Inspections  for  the  Year  1955. 

(a)  All  types  of  premises  under  Public  Health  and 

Housing  Acts  3,425 

(b)  Infectious  Diseases  86 

(c)  Dairies,  Milkshops,  etc.  27 

(d)  Factories  and  Workplaces  41 

(e)  Verminous  Premises  78 

(f)  Miscellaneous  (including  Food  Stores  and  Butchers’ 

Shops)  681 

(g)  Inspections  under  Prevention  of  Damage  bv  Pests 

Act,  1950  ...  240 

(h)  Inspections  under  Shops  Act,  1950  205 

(i)  Inspections  of  Licensed  Premises  27 

(j)  Meat  Inspection — see  appropriate  section  of  report 
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General  2/3  ton  7 cu. 

Replace-  All  areas  as  required  during  emergencies  °r  yard  all  steel  6/6/46 

ment  covered  body 


Public  Cleansing. 

(a)  REFUSE  COLLECTION. 

(i)  Direct  Labour  Collection. 

There  has  been  no  change  in  the  frequency  of  refuse  collection 
in  our  organization  during  the  year  under  review.  As  will  be  seen 
from  the  accompanying  table  the  area  is  in  the  main  served  by 
five  enclosed  side  loading  vehicles  each  operated  by  a driver  and 
two  loaders.  A sixth  vehicle  is  kept  in  reserve  for  replacement  as 
occasion  arises. 

The  system  of  collection  is  that  of  kerbside  pick-up  as  opposed 
to  the  alternative  method  of  direct  collection  from  within  the 
premises  itself  by  the  loaders.  The  system  of  kerbside  collection 
is  imposed  upon  your  Council  by  the  geographical  location  of  its 
older  properties  and  their  terraced  design.  Ideally  a refuse 
collection  system  should  consist  of  a covered  bin  of  standard 
hygienic  design  suitably  located  at  the  rear  of  the  premises  and 
collected  from  that  spot  by  the  loaders  either  with  skeps  or  by 
direct  portage.  The  advantages  of  this  latter  system  lie  in  the  fact 
that  the  receptacles  are  removed  from  side  walks  thereby  avoiding 
obstruction  and  nuisance  through  upsetting  by  animals.  Such  a 
system  is,  however,  only  workable  where  access  to  the  premises 
is  reasonable.  In  this  area,  development  many  years  ago  on 
slopes  of  terraced  type  houses  makes  impracticable  this  form  of 
collection  and  will  always  continue  to  render  it  impracticable  for 
these  houses  while  they  continue  to  exist.  In  these  circumstancss, 
however,  your  Council’s  collection  system  has  been  organised  on 
the  basis  of  the  frequent  kerbside  collection  of  small  receptacles 
and  this  system  has  worked  satisfactorily  for  such  a method  can 
only  work  without  nuisance  if  the  collection  is  frequent  and 
punctual  and  all  efforts  have  been  made  to  ensure  that  these  two 
requirements  are  maintained  at  the  highest  possible  standard. 

Your  Council  has  resolved  in  principle  to  institute  a municipal 
bin  system  as  soon  as  may  be  practicable  but  it  has  become 
increasingly  obvious  that  the  carrying  of  a bin  to  the  roadside  for 
disposal  would  be  impracticable  in  many  of  the  houses  for 
occupiers  or  loaders  unless  it  were  limited  to  a very  small  capacity. 
This  would  impose  upon  your  Council’s  finances  the  strain  of  bin 
purchase  while  at  the  same  time  obtaining  no  commensurate  relief 
from  the  reduction  of  existing  collections.  It  is  not,  therefore, 
proposed  in  the  forseeable  future  to  recommend  to  your  Council  a 
change  in  the  existing  system  which  at  present  works  satisfactorily 
and  well. 

(ii)  Refuse  Disposal. 

Land  reclamation  proceeded  during  the  year  at  the  Rhyddwen, 
Craigcefnparc,  and  it  is  hoped  that  levelling  will  soon  be  possible 
to  a standard  where  the  land  reclaimed  can  be  used  for 
recreational  purposes. 
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Tipping  has  recommenced  at  Carreg-yr-afon,  Godrergraig 
and  it  is  hoped  that  completion  of  the  land  available  within  the 
next  twelve  months  will  see  an  additional  area  added  to  the  park 
concerned. 

It  is  hoped  that  it  will  be  possible  in  the  near  future  to  obtain 
land  in  the  Swansea  Valley  where  a large  scale  tipping  project  can 
be  carried  out  to  the  public  benefit. 

All  tips  in  use  by  your  Council  are  fenced  and  all  efforts  are 
made  to  maintain  that  fencing  in  a state  that  complies  with  the 
duties  laid  upon  authorities  under  the  Foot  & Mouth  (Boiling  of 
Swill)  Order. 

As  land  reclamation  proceeds  it  becomes  increasingly  apparent 
that  mechanical  aids  are  essential  in  the  interests  both  of  efficiency 
and  economy  but  at  the  present  moment  refuse  tips  are  levelled  by 
hand  and  final  levelling  and  grading  are  effected  by  the  hiring  of 
private  mechanical  plant.  Hand  levelling  is  a lengthy  process  and 
cannot  compete  efficiently  with  mechanical  levelling  and  it  is  hoped 
that  mechanical  aids  may  be  available  in  this  section  of  the 
organisation  at  some  future  date. 

(iii)  Contracts. 

Refuse  collection  by  contract  is  carried  on  at  Velindre, 
Garnswllt,  Cwmllynfell,  Rhiwfawr,  Cwmcerdinen  and  Tynyberllan. 
The  amount  of  pollution  involved  is  small  but  the  extension  of 
refuse  collection  services  to  these  areas  is  appreciated  by  the 
population  while  at  the  same  time  ensuring  that  the  rural  portions 
of  the  area  are  not  despoiled  by  litter. 

(b)  NIGHT  SOIL  REMOVAL. 

Contract  collection  of  night  soil  is  carried  out  in  the  two  areas 
below,  the  number  of  pails  collected  annually  being  also  indicated. 

No.  of  Pails  Removed 


Area  during  the  year  1955 

Rhiwfawr  2,608 

Ynysmond  4,710 


Total  7,318 


At  Gellynudd,  Fforestgoch,  Craigcefnparc  and  Velindre, 
collection  is  weekly  and  disposal  is  effected  by  the  contractor  on 
agricultural  land  following  admixture  with  lime.  The  sewering  of 
Craigcefnparc  will  effect  a reduction  in  the  number  of  pails 
collected.  The  inclusion  of  Velindre  is  new.  Considerable 
difficulty  is  being  experienced  in  obtaining  contractors  prepared  to 
undertake  this  type  of  work  particularly  in  outlying  areas  and  in 
some  instances  only  one  contractor  is  prepared  to  tender. 
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Factories  Acts,  1937  and  1948. 

Inspections  have  been  carried  out  during  the  year  of  factories 
and  workplaces  and  close  liaison  maintained  with  H.  M.  Inspector 
of  Factories  on  this  subject.  Revision  has  been  carried  out  for 
the  re-issue  of  certificates  indicating  means  of  escape  in  case  of 
fire  under  Section  34  of  the  Factories  Act  of  1937.  In  this  respect 
the  advice  of  the  County  Fire  Services  has  been  sought  where  the 
problem  has  involved  large  industrial  undertakings. 

The  increasing  number  of  factory  canteens  necessitates  more 
attention  being  given  under  this  heading  as  unhygienic  practices 
can  in  such  circumstances  cause  extensive  food  poisoning  outbreaks 
due  to  so  many  people  consuming  the  infected  food  at  one  premises. 
The  term  workplace  is  wide  in  definition  and  enables  most  types 
of  premises  where  people  are  employed  other  than  in  domestic 
service  to  be  brought  into  consideration.  Health  provisions  in 
power  factories  are  the  responsibility  of  the  Factories  Inspector 
save  for  sanitary  accommodation  and  the  certification  of  water 
supply.  This  provision  was  conceived,  however,  at  a time  when 
numerous  small  factories  were  hand  powered  and  it  is  thought  in 
many  public  health  quarters  today,  that  there  should  be  a revision 
of  the  statute  to  enable  local  authorities  to  deal  with  all  health 
provisions  in  all  factories. 


Rodent  Destruction. 

This  service  has  been  operated  during  the  year  on  the  same 
lines  as  previously.  There  has  been  no  change  in  organisation  or 
system  save  that  advantage  has  been  taken  to  experiment  with  and 
where  found  satisfactory,  employ  new  types  of  poison.  The 
poisons  available  for  use  at  the  moment  may  be  divided  into  two 
categories  : — 

(a)  Poisonous  to  humans  and  animals  as  well  as  rodents. 

(b)  Poisonous  to  rodents  only. 

Poisons  falling  into  the  first  category  are  zinc  phosphide  and 
arsenic,  the  former  being  particularly  effective  in  dealing  with 
heavy  infestations.  Great  care,  however,  has  to  be  taken  in  its 
employment  as  toxicity  of  zinc  phosphide  renders  it  dangerous  to 
other  forms  of  life.  No  complaint  has  been  received  during  the 
year  of  any  poison  having  caused  injury  to  other  forms  of  life  than 
that  for  which  it  is  intended.  Poisons  coming  into  the  second 
category  include  a new  product  of  the  Coumarin  type  which  is 
marketed  under  the  name  of  warfarin  and  generally  speaking  is 
within  the  normal  limits  of  useage  poisonous  only  to  rodents.  Its 
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physiological  effect  is  to  destroy  the  coagulating  power  of  the  blood 
and  it  is  noticeable  that  rodents  do  not  become  bait  shy  to  the  same 
degree  as  with  other  poisons.  Warfarin  is  being  extensively  used 
in  this  area  for  food  premises,  schools,  and  places  where  children 
or  animals  might  inadvertently  gain  access  to  the  baits  in  spite  of 
precautionary  measures. 

The  three  main  fields  of  action  against  rodents  are  as  follows  - 
(a)  Local  authority  premises  including  sewers  (b)  Private  premises 
(c)  Business  premises  and  industrial  undertakings. 

In  the  first  category  the  premises  of  your  local  authority  have 
received  regular  treatments  during  the  year.  It  is  considered, 
however,  that  the  reduction  in  the  number  of  baits  taken  by  rats 
in  the  sewers  justifies  future  treatments  being  carried  out  on  a 10% 
test  basis.  Should  this  10%  test  prove  the  existence  of  further 
infestations  then  full  treatment  can  be  considered. 

Private  premises  in  the  second  category  have  been  treated 
free  of  cost  to  the  occupier  in  accordance  with  the  Council’s 
entitlement  in  that  respect.  The  service  has  been  much  appreciated 
and  every  cooperation  has  been  received  from  householders  both  in 
prompt  reporting  of  infestations  and  in  the  neccessary  measures 
shown  to  them  to  prevent  re-infestation. 

Business  premises  and  industrial  organisations  are  charged  for 
treatments  undertaken  by  this  Authority.  It  is  pleasing  to  note 
that  most  of  the  industrial  undertakings  prefer  to  use  your 
authority’s  service  than  those  of  private  iat  destruction 
organisations.  Whenever  large  industrial  undertakings  are  treated 
the  examination  is  made  of  surrounding  land  and  river  banks  and 
other  sources  of  rat  harbourage  and  comprehensive  action  taken 
over  the  whole  area,  the  undertaking  being  charged  only  for  such 
treatments  as  have  taken  place  within  its  curtilage. 

It  is  likely  that  future  years  will  see  a new  section  added  to 
the  above  list  due  to  the  fact  that  farms  and  agricultural  land  are 
likely  to  become  the  province  of  the  local  authority  for  treatment 
on  the  same  chargeable  basis  as  business  premises.  They  are,  at 
present,  treated  by  the  pests  organization  of  the  County  Agricultural 
Committee  but  it  is  understood  that  changes  in  this  respect  are 
contemplated  in  the  near  future. 


PREVENTION  OF  DAMAGE  BY  PESTS  ACT,  1949. 

No  formal  action  has  been  necessary  under  the  Prevention  of 
Damage  by  Pests  Act,  1949,  but  the  Department’s  activities  have 
been  successful  on  the  informal  level. 
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RODENT  DESTRUCTION,  1955 


Housing— Repair,  Overcrowding  and  Demolition. 

(a)  Repair 

While  many  houses  have  been  repaired  during  the  year  it  is 
felt  that  the  existing  measures  do  not  permit  the  real  core  of  the 
problem  to  be  tackled.  Powers  exist  which  enable  local  authorities 
under  both  the  Public  Health  and  Housing  Acts  to  effect  repairs 
to  properties. 

These  powers  exercisable  by  your  Public  Health  Department 
deal  with  cases  where  either  house  to  house  inspection  has  indicated 
the  need  for  works  to  be  carried  out,  or  where  direct  complaints 
have  been  made  to  the  Department.  These  may  be  termed  the 
properties  where  official  action  on  a separate  basis  has  become 
necessary.  Beyond  this,  however,  there  exists  a major  problem  in 
the  deterioration  of  properties  generally  through  lack  of  means  on 
the  part  of  the  owner.  Many  of  these  houses  are  not  owner 
occupied  and  it  is  with  regret  that  from  year  to  year  one  sees  them 
deteriorating  to  the  point  where  minor  defects  become  major  items 
that  eventually  contribute  to  the  closure  and  demolition  of  the 
premises. 

A solution  to  the  problem  is  not  easily  found  nor  does  it  lie 
directly  within  the  purpose  of  this  report  to  discuss  the  possible 
means.  It  is  desired,  however,  to  recall  the  need  for  such  a 
solution  and  to  express  the  hope  that  efforts  will  soon  be  made  to 
raise  the  standard  of  housing  in  this  particular  direction.  It  is  too 
early  yet  to  say  whether  the  individual  standard  of  fitness  set  out 
in  Section  9 of  the  Housing  Repairs  and  Rents  Acts,  1954,  will 
make  for  greater  difficulty  in  the  efforts  of  your  officers  to  effect 
extensive  repairs  under  the  Housing  Act  of  1936.  It  is  desired  to 
to  note,  however,  that  the  legal  decisions  allowed  on  the  few  cases 
that  have  so  far  been  decided  appear  to  exert  a restrictive 
interpretation  on  fitness  standards.  The  coming  year  will  indicate 
whether  this  trend  will  develop. 


RENT  RESTRICTIONS  ACTS,  1923—54. 

Eight  applications  for  certificates  of  disrepair  were  made  during 
the  year  and  three  were  granted.  This  confirms  the  comment 
made  in  the  previous  annual  report  that  there  has  been  no  great 
attempt  on  the  part  of  house  owners  to  raise  rents  through  the 
means  afforded  them  in  the  Housing  Repairs  and  Rents  Act  of 
1954. 
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(b)  Overcrowding. 

During  the  year  71  families  were  rehoused  in  circumstances 
where  overcrowding  was  one  of  the  factors  involved  in  the 
application.  As  well  as  the  rehousing  of  applicants  from  private 
premises  a great  deal  of  work  is  done  to  transfer  Council  house 
tenants  to  larger  houses  where  the  need  arises. 

(c)  Demolition  and  Closure. 

During  the  year  27  properties  were  the  subject  of  action  under 
Section  11  of  the  Housing  Act  of  1936.  The  ward  distribution  of 
the  properties  is  indicated  in  the  following  table  : — 


Ward 

Demolition 

Order 

XJ  ndertaking 
Accepted 

Undertakings 

Cancelled 

Cilybebyll  

— 

— 

1 

Alltygrug  

2 

9 

1 

Rhyndwyclydach 

— 

— 

— 

Gellionen  

— 

1 

1 

Caegurwen  

1 

1 

2 

Blaenegel  and  Mawr 

— 

5 

— 

Cwmllynfell  

— 

— 

— 

Ynysmond  

— 

— 

— 

Godrergraig  

— 

3 

— 

TOTALS  

3 

19 

5 

In  accordance  with  the  Ministry’s  requirements  your  Council 
assessed  its  slum  clearance  programme  for  the  succeeding  twelve 
months  and  five  year  periods  and  the  Ministry  was  notified 
accordingly.  The  programme  for  this  area  is  as  follows  : — 

“ HOUSING  ACT,  1936  : PARTS  11  AND  111 

HOUSING  REPAIRS  AND  RENTS  ACT,  1954  : SECTION  1 

Total  number  of  permanent  dwellings  in  the  local 
authority’s  area  10,000 

Part  1.  The  total  problem. 

(i)  Estimated  number  of  houses  unfit  for  human 

habitation  within  the  meaning  of  section  9 of  the 
Housing  Repairs  and  Rents  Act,  1954,  and  suitable 
for  action  under  section  11  or  section  25  of  the 
Housing  Act,  1936  453 

(ii)  Period  in  years  which  the  Council  think  necessary 

for  securing  the  demolition  of  all  the  houses  in  (i)  15 
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Part  2.  Orders  already  made,  etc. 

(iii)  Number  of  houses  in  (i)  in  clearance  areas  and 


already  covered  by  operative  clearance  or  compulsory 
purchase  orders  or  owned  by  the  local  authority  Nil 

(iv)  Number  of  houses  which  are  already  in  clearance 
areas  and  for  which  clearance  or  compulsory  purchase 
orders  have  been  submitted  to  the  Minister  but  have 
not  yet  become  operative  Nil 


Part  3.  Action  in  the  first  five  years. 

(v)  Number  of  houses  which  are  already  in  clearance 
areas  and  for  which  clearance  or  compulsory  purchase 
orders  are  to  be  made  or  which  are  to  be  purchased 

by  agreement  within  the  five  years  Nil 

(vi)  Number  of  houses  which  are  to  be  included  in 
clearance  areas  still  to  be  declared  and  which  within 
the  five  years  will  be  owned  by  the  local  authority  or 
will  have  been  included  in  a clearance  order  or 
a compulsory  purchase  order  submitted  to  the 


Minister 141 

(vii)  Number  of  houses  under  (iii),  (iv),  (v)  and  (vi)  to 
be  patched  (if  necessary)  and  retained  within  the  five 
years  under  section  2 of  the  Housing  Repairs  and 
Rents  Act,  1954,  for  temporary  accommodation  38 

(viii)  Number  of  houses  under  (iii),  (iv),  (v)  and  (vi)  to 

be  demolished  in  the  five  years  103 

(ix)  Number  of  houses  (including  those  already 
comprised  in  operative  demolition  orders)  to  be 
demolished  in  the  five  years  as  a result  of  acton 
under  section  11  of  the  Housing  Act,  1936  108? 


It  will  be  seen  that  the  above  programme  lays  considerable 
responsibility  upon  your  Council  and  there  is  every  reason  to 
believe  that  it  will  be  successfully  accomplished.  It  is  most  likely 
that  the  majority  of  the  houses  will  be  dealt  with  under  Section  1 1 
as  individual  unfit  houses  rather  than  as  clearance  areas.  This 
procedure  is  dictated  by  the  fact  that  all  these  unfit  premises  in 
respect  of  which  it  is  now  proposed  to  take  action  are  situated  in 
the  main  either  individually  or  in  couples  among  houses  that  are 
in  a satisfactory  condition.  This  is  due  to  the  fact  that  the  area 
was  not  originally  planned  and  building  spaces  were  filled  in  at 
intervals  varying  from  five  to  fifty  or  more  years.  It  is  therefore 
easier  to  deal  with  these  premises  individually  than  to  undertake 
the  complicated  procedure  of  area  clearance. 
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Inspection  of  Dwelling-houses  during  the  Year. 

(1)  (a)  Total  number  of  dwelling-houses  inspected  for 

housing  defects  (under  Public  Health  and 
Housing  Acts) 

(b)  Number  of  inspections  made  for  the  purpose 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  found  to  be  in  a state 

so  dangerous  or  injurious  to  health  as  to  be  unfit 
for  human  habitation 

(3)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  (exclusive  of  those 

referred  to  under  the  preceding  sub-head)  found 
not  to  be  in  all  respects  fit  for  human  habitation 

Remedy  of  Defects  during  the  year  without  Service  of 
formal  Notices  : 

Number  of  defective  dwelling-houses  rendered  fit  in 
consequence  of  informal  action  by  the  Local 
Authority  or  their  Officers 

Action  under  Statutory  Powers  during  the  Year  : 

(a)  Proceedings  under  Sections  9,  10  and  16  of  the 

Housing  Act,  1936  : 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which 
notices  were  served  requiring  repairs 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  which  were  rendered 

fit  after  service  of  formal  notices  

(a)  by  Owners  (in  process  of  completion) 

(b)  by  Local  Authority  in  default  of  Owners 

(in  process  of  completion)  

(b)  Proceedings  under  Public  Health  Acts  : 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which 
notices  were  served  lequiring  defects  to  be 
remedied 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  which  defects  were 
remedied  after  service  of  formal  notices 

(a)  by  Owners 

(b)  by  Local  Authority  in  default  of  Owners 

(c)  Proceedings  under  Section  11  and  13  of  the  Housing 

Act,  1936  : 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which 
Demolition  Orders  were  made 

(2)  Premises  in  respect  of  which  Undertakings  to 
repair  v/ere  accepted 


581 

1,674 

22 

749 


55 


Nil 

Nil 

Nil 


80 

11 

11 

Nil 


3 

19 
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(3)  Undertakings  cancelled  

(d)  Proceedings  under  Section  12  of  the  Housing  Act, 


1936  : 

(1)  Number  of  separate  tenements  or  underground 
rooms  in  respect  of  which  Closing  Orders  were 

made  2 

(2)  Number  of  separate  tenements  or  underground 

rooms  in  respect  of  which  Closing  Orders  were 
determined,  the  tenements  or  rooms  having  been 
rendered  fit  Nj] 

Housing  Act,  1936 — Part  IV. — Overcrowding. 

(a)  (1)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  overcrowded  at  the 

end  of  the  year  155 

(2)  Number  of  families  dwelling  therein  268 

(3)  Number  of  persons  dwelling  therein  890 

fb)  Number  of  new  cases  of  overcrowding  reported 

during  the  year  36 

(c)  (1)  Number  of  cases  of  overcrowding  relieved 

during  the  year  71 

(2)  Number  of  persons  concerned  in  such  cases  294 

(d)  Particulars  of  any  cases  in  which  dwelling-houses 

have  again  become  overcrowded  after  the  Local 
Authority  have  taken  steps  for  the  abatement  of 
overcrowding  Nil 

(e)  Any  other  particulars  with  respect  to  overcrowding 
conditions  upon  which  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health 

may  consider  it  desirable  to  report  Nil 


Common  Lodging  Houses. 

One  Common  Lodging  House  only  remains  in  the  area  and 
this  was  registered  during  the  year  as  a satisfactory  premises.  The 
occupants  are  permanent  residents  and  there  is  little  if  any  casual 
use. 

Land  Charges. 

A total  of  368  land  charges  inquiries  were  dealt  with 
departmentally  during  the  year.  These  were  distributed  on  Ward 


basis  as  follows  : — 
Clydach 

60 

Ynisymond  

4 

Gellionen 

36 

Cilybebyll 

54 

Mawr 

12 

Blaenegel  and  Mawr 

71 

Godrergraig 

13 

Alltygrug 

40 

Cwmllynfell 

11 

Caegurwen 

67 

48 


The  value  of  the  land  charge  register  in  respect  of  unfit 
properties  becomes  evident  as  slum  clearance  resumes. 

While  in  most  instances  such  registrable  charges  as  under- 
takings under  Section  11  of  the  Housing  Act,  1936,  have  been 
made  known  to  intending  purchasers  by  the  owner  prior  to  the 
search  being  made,  the  present  procedure  ensures  that  should  such 
matters  not  be  declared  by  the  owner  then  the  intending  purchaser 
will  be  in  possession  of  the  information  prior  to  completing  the 
purchase. 

Atmospheric  Pollution. 

This  subject  assumes  greater  significance  in  the  field  of  public 
health  with  every  passing  year.  It  is  well  acknowledged  in  public 
health  circles  that  it  cannot  be  given  too  much  importance.  Our 
food  is  subjected  to  inspection  and  it  is  no  longer  governed  by 
regulation.  The  battle  for  a pure  water  supply  was  won  one 
hundred  years  ago,  yet  it  is  difficult  to  understand  the  complacency 
with  which  the  public  continue  to  regard  the  possible  pollution  of 
our  atmosphere. 

This  applies  particularly  to  industrial  areas  such  as  our  own 
and  it  is  to  be  hoped  that  the  Clean  Air  Bill  now  under 
consideration  will  arm  your  officers  with  even  stronger  powers  to 
deal  with  such  threats  to  national  health.  In  so  far  as  local  action 
is  concerned  your  Council  has  established  two  recording  stations 
at  places  where  pollution  is  most  likely  to  occur.  One  is  at  the 
Council  Officers  at  Pontardawe,  and  records  the  dust  and  sulphur 
dioxide  emitted  from  the  steelworks,  foundry,  and  houses  in  the 
Pontardawe  town  centre,  while  the  other  at  Clydach  gives  an 
indication  of  industrial  and  domestic  air  pollution  in  that  area. 
It  must  not  be  forgotten  that  the  domestic  chimney  is  alleged  to 
be  responsible  for  over  50%  of  air  pollution.  Observations  are 
kept  on  works  chimneys  and  where  extensive  smoke  or  dust  is 
emitted  visits  are  paid  to  the  works  concerned  and  efforts  made 
with  the  management  and  technical  staff  to  ascertain  the  cause. 
The  results  of  readings  taken  in  the  area  are  given  in  the  appended 
table. 


Month 

Mg.  of  SOt/day  collected  by  100  sq.cm, 
of  Batch  A PbO 2 ( louvered  cover) 

Council  Offices 
Pontardawe 

County  Yard 
Clydach 

January 

1.37 

1.19 

February 

1.25 

1.07 

March 

0.95 

0.83 

April 

1.55 

1.42 

May 

1.07 

1.22 

June 

1.02 

0.88 

July 

0.53 

0.67 

August 

0.63 

0 66 

September 

0.63 

0 64 

October 

0.99 

0 81 

November  ... 

1.12 

1 05 

December 

1.50 

F66 
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Inspection  and  Supervision  or  Food. 


(1)  Milk. 


1 he  area  of  the  Pontardawe  Council  has  as  foreshadowed  in 
last  year’s  report  now  become  “ a specified  area.”  The  efEect  of 
the  Order  will  be  to  ensure  that  only  designated  milks  are  sold 
within  the  district.  This  is  a welcome  change  in  that  designated 
milks  are  from  the  public  health  point  of  view  clean  and  safe. 
Most  retailers  in  the  area  were,  in  fact,  prior  to  the  Order 
retailing  designated  milks  and  it  is  not  anticipated  that  the  change 
will  provide  any  major  difficulties. 

Discussion  with  the  major  milk  treatment  plant  officers 
responsible  for  the  supply  of  designated  milks  to  the  area  have 
resulted  in  an  improvement  in  the  sites  at  which  milk  is  left  for 
collection  by  retailers.  Steps  have  also  been  taken  to  ensure  that 
retailers  collect  milk  from  these  points  as  soon  as  possible  after 
delivery. 

Tne  following  are  the  details  of  licences  issued  and  the 
registrations  made  by  the  Department  during  this  last  year  under 
the  Milk  (Special  Designation)  Regulations,  1949  : — 

Total 

Sterilised  Milk  11 

Supplementary  Sterilised  2 

13 

Tuberculin  Tested  2 

Supplementary  Tuberculin  Tested  3 

5 


Pasteurised  

Supplementary  Pasteurised 


18 

5 

23 


Total  41 

Milk  Supply. 

(a)  Number  of  Inspections  made  of  Dairies  and  Milk- 

shops  during  the  year  26 

(b)  Number  of  Dairies  which  were  internally  recon- 
ditioned, new  floors  and  channels  in  cement  concrete, 
additional  windows  fixed  for  improving  the  lighting 

and  ventilation,  new  stalls  and  troughs,  etc.,  erected  Nil 

(c)  New  Dairies  erected  Nil 

(d)  Number  of  Dairies  limewashed  on  internal  surfaces 
of  walls,  and  interior  of  roofs  cleansed  as  the  result 

of  informal  action  taken  2 

Samples  of  ungraded  and  graded  milks  have  been  taken  and 
details  of  these  are  given  in  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health’s  Report. 
It  is  desired  to  make  reference  to  two  particular  samples.  In  one 
instance  the  sample  indicated  the  presence  of  tubercle  bacilli  in  the 
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milk.  The  information  was  brought  to  the  attention  of  the 
Ministry  of  Agriculture  and  Fisheries  Animal  Health  Division  w o 
made  the  necessary  examination  to  identify  the  infected  cow  and 
and  arranged  for  its  slaughter.  Subsequent  samples  following  this 
action  prove  the  milk  supply  to  be  thus  free  from  infection.  Hie 
Laboratory  in  the  second  case  reported  the  sample  to  be  positive 
for  Brucella  Abortus  and  the  necessary  steps  were  taken. 


Meat  Inspection. 

Subsequent  upon  the  decontrol  of  meat  in  July  of  1954,  your 
Council  leased  suitable  premises  in  Ystalyfera  and  Cwmgors  for 
use  as  public  slaughterhouses.  These  have  been  in  regular  use 
throughout  this  year  and  it  is  evident  that  your  Council  s policy  in 

this  direction  was  fully  justified. 

Private  slaughterhouses  at  Trebanos  and  Clydach  have 
continued  to  operate  during  this  year.  Since  the  date  of  the  re- 
institution  of  slaughtering  facilities  our  Public  Health  Department 
has  succeeded  in  ensuring  100%  inspection  of  all  carcases  and 
organs  at  all  four  slaughterhouses.  The  following  table  indicates 
the  number  of  animals  examined  in  the  area  during  the  year 
together  with  weights  of  meat  and  offal  condemned  and  reasons 
for  condemnation. 

Butchers’  Shops — Meat  Products. 

Preparation  rooms  for  the  manufacture  of  meat  products  have 
been  regularly  inspected  during  the  year.  The  standard  of 
cleanliness  on  the  whole  is  satisfactory  but  the  occupiers  have  been 
advised  that  the  new  Food  Hygiene  legislation  foreshadowed 
towards  the  end  of  this  year  is  likely  to  involve  them  in  extensive 
new  requirements  in  certain  cases.  The  increase  nationally  in  the 
number  of  food  poisoning  cases  makes  necessary  the  strict 
supervision  of  premises  where  food  likely  to  be  involved  in  such 
outbreaks  is  prepared. 


Sale  and  Storage  of  Foods  (General). 

As  in  previous  years  a high  degree  of  co-operation  was 
achieved  between  food  traders  and  yours  officers.  All  the  premises 
inspected  were  found  to  be  generally  satisfactory  and  where  any 
matter  requiring  complaint  was  brought  to  the  attention  of  the 
occupier  the  necessary  action  was  taken. 

Icecream. 

Most  of  the  icecream  now  retailed  within  the  area  is 
manufactured  in  large  plants  outside  the  district  and  is  accordingly 
prepacked.  Samples  taken  during  the  year  have  indicated  products 
retailed  to  be  of  a satisfactory  nature  bacteriologically  but  during 
the  year  particular  attention  has  been  paid  to  the  mobile  icecream 
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retailer.  There  is  only  one  such  person  resident  within  the  area 
but  many  retail  in  the  area  from  outside  districts.  Action  has  been 
taken,  therefore,  to  ensure  that  the  vehicles  structurally  and 
hygienically  are  within  the  standard  laid  down  by  the  regulations. 

Licensed  Premises,  Club,  etc. 

Routine  inspections  made  of  the  above  premises  during  the 
year  have  indicated  the  satisfactory  standard  previously  commented 
upon  to  be  still  maintained.  In  some  instances  it  has  been  noted 
that  the  structural  condition  of  the  domestic  side  of  the  premises 
have  required  attention  and  the  matter  has  been  brought  to  the 
notice  of  the  owners  so  that  the  necessary  repairs  and  improvements 
in  living  conditions  might  be  effected. 


Unfit  Foods. 

(a)  General. 


The  following  articles  of 
human  consumption  : — 

food  were  found  to  be 

unfit  for 

Meat  (Tins)  - 

158  tins 

Spices  (Mixed) 

...  104  lbs. 

Meat  (Fresh) 

344  lbs. 

Desiccated  Coconut 

42  lbs. 

Rar.nn 

. 434  lbs. 
409  lbs. 

Flavours  (Bottles) 

10  bottles 

Cooked  Ham  etc 

Coffee  (Tins)  

58  tins 

Gravy  Extract  

..  38  jars 

Tea  

lbs. 

Fruit  (Tins)  

757  tins 

Biscuits  

....  44  lbs. 

Assorted  Tins  

445  tins 

Cheese 

95  lbs. 

Cream  (Jars)  

70  jars 

Peas,  lentils  etc 

136  lbs. 

Jam  (lib.  Jars)  

54  lbs. 

Gelatine  

3 lbs. 

Sponge  Powders  (Pkts)  36  pkts. 

Fats 

14  lbs. 

Fruit  (Dried) 

139  lbs. 

Cereals  

..  46  pkts. 

Cake  Mixture  (Pkts.) 

80  pkts. 

Sherbert  

7 lbs. 

Flour  

...  46  lbs. 

Baking  Powder  

12  tins 

Cake - 

....  33  lbs. 

Custard  Powder 

3 lbs. 

Blancmange 

60  pkts. 

Rice  

9 lbs. 

Salt  (Bars)  

. 5 bars 

Salt  (Tins)  

19  tins 

(b)  Meat. 

The  following  table  gives  details  of  the  number  of  animals 
slaughtered  and  inspected,  the  number  affected  with  disease  and 
the  weight  of  meat  condemned  for  various  causes  at  the  four 
slaughterhouses  within  the  area  during  the  year  1955. 
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Animals 

No.  of  Animals 
Slaughtered  & 
Inspected 

Animals  affected  with  disease 

Organ 

Involved 

Disease 

No.  of 

Animals 

Affected 

Weight  oi 
Meat  Con 
demned 
lbs. 

1.  Liver 

(a)  Distomatosis 

443 

2,459 

Bovines 

1,319 

(b)  Cirrhosis  and 

(includes 

Necrosis 

164 

1,057 

Cows,  Bulls 

(c)  Hydatid  Cysts 

32 

269 

Heifers, 

(d)  Telangiectasis 

35 

400 

Steers, 

(e)  Abscesses 

31 

224 

Bullocks) 

(f)  Tuberculosis 

5 

70 

2.  Lungs 

(a)  Abscesses 

18 

127 

(b)  Emphysema 

3 

32 

(c)  Hydatid  Cysts 

41 

290 

(d)  Pneumonia 

11 

78 

(e)  Tuberculosis 

30 

375 

3.  Spleen 

(a)  Tuberculosis 

1 

4 

4.  Kidneys 

(a)  Atrophy 

2 

4 

(b)  Abscess 

2 

5 

(c)  Tuberculosis 

1 

8 

5.  Head 

(a)  Tumour 

1 

25 

(b)  Actinomycosis 

1 

22 

(c)  Tuberculosis 

15 

402 

6.  Tongue 

(a)  Actinobacillosis 

5 

32 

(b)  Tuberculosis 

14 

88 

7.  Carcase 

(a)  Abscess 

3 

21 

(b)  Actinobacillosis 

1 

30 

(c)  Bruising 

1 

60 

(d)  Peritonitis 

1 

4 

(e)  Tuberculosis 

11 

961 

Calves 

497 

1.  Liver 

(a)  Melanosis 

1 

4 

2.  Lungs 

(a)  Melanosis 

1 

2 

Sheep 
(includes 
Lambs, 
Rams  & 
Ewes) 


19,527 


Pigs 

(includes 
Sows  & 
Boars) 


1,234 


3.  Kidneys 


4.  Carcase 


(a)  Nephritis 


(a)  Bruising 


1.  Liver 


2.  Lungs 


3.  Heart 


4.  Kidneys 


5.  Carcase 


(a)  Parasites  (includ- 

ing D.  Hepatica 

(b)  Hydatid  Cysts 

(c)  Abscesses 

(d)  Cirrhosis /Necrosis 


(a)  Parasites 

(b)  Pneumonia 

(c)  Hydatid  Cysts 

(d)  Abscesses 


(a)  Hydatid  Cysts 

(b)  Pericarditis 


(a)  Cystic 

(b)  Atrophy 


(a)  Bruising 

(b)  Ischiatic  Abscess 

(c)  Arthritis 

(d)  Emaciation 

(e)  Abscess 

(f)  Pleurisy 


4,936 

1,084 

165 

220 


3,538 

1,272 

1,161 

28 


1 

2 


4 

1 

2 

1 

2 

1 


1.  Liver 


2.  Lungs 


(a)  Parasites 

(a)  Parasites 

(b)  Pneumonia 

(c)  Congestion 

(d)  Abscesses 


207 


20 


3,770 

1,761 

128 

386 


2,443 

888 

1,877 

40 


35 

4 

16 

27 

8 

4 


192 


Meat  condemned  in  slaughterhouses  in  the  area  is  first 
coloured  before  being  disposed  of  through  trade  channels  by  the 
owner. 

One  case  of  illicit  slaughter  occurred  during  the  course  of  this 
year  when  a heifer  affected  with  tuberculosis  was  found  slaughtered 
and  dressed  in  unlicensed  premises.  Your  Council  instituted 
proceedings  against  the  occupier  for  having  in  his  possession  with 
the  intention  of  sale,  meat  unfit  for  human  consumption,  for  not 
having  given  due  indication  of  notice  to  slaughter  and  for  having 
slaughtered  on  premises  not  licensed  by  the  authority.  The 
defendant  was  found  guilty  by  the  local  court  on  the  three  charges 
and  fined. 

Disinfection. 

The  disinfection  plant  was  operating  efficiently  during  the 
year  and  clothing  and  bedding  was  returned  to  householders  with 
as  little  delay  as  possible. 

Particular  attention  is  paid  to  disinfection  of  premises 
following  removal  to  hospital,  or  death.  Bed  and  immediate 
personal  clothing  is  removed  for  disinfection  while  the  room  or 
rooms  considered  infective  are  treated  with  a suitable  disinfectant 


in  atomised  form. 

1.  Number  of  investigations  made  of  Notified  Infectious 

Disease  cases  53 

2.  Number  of  premises  fumigated  or  otherwise 

disinfected  33 

3.  Number  of  cases  where  clothes  were  steam  disinfected  26 

4.  Number  of  cases  where  bedding  was  destroyed  after 

Tuberculosis  Nil 


Householders  were  provided  with  disinfectant  and  disinfecting 
soap,  precautionary  measures  for  preventing  spread  of  infection 
being  fully  explained.  Special  attention  was  paid  to  those  cases 
nursed  at  home.  Children  of  school  age  were  excluded  for  the 
appropriate  time,  where  necessary. 

Disinfestation. 

It  will  be  recalled  that  the  summer  of  this  year  has  been 
unusually  good  and  the  services  of  the  Department  have  been 
frequently  sought  in  respect  of  heavy  and  frequent  infestations  of 
insects  more  particularly  flies,  flying  ants  and  beetles.  In  the  late 
autumn  one  instance  occurred  that  supplied  the  answer  to  the 
question  of  the  whereabouts  of  flies  during  winter  time  for  the  attic 
space  of  one  house  was  found  to  be  thickly  infested  in  some  parts 
to  a depth  of  several  inches  with  hibernating  flies.  The  infestation 
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was  cleared  to  the  satisfaction  and  relief  of  the  householder.  The 
services  of  your  Council’s  trained  operatives  are  much  appreciated 
by  the  public  when  infestations  occur. 

Departmental  Distribution  of  Disinfectants  and  Insecticides. 


PART  II.— ADMINISTRATION  OF  THE  SHOPS  ACT,  1950. 

In  accordance  with  the  Agreement  between  this  Authority  and 
the  Glamorgan  County  Council,  the  Report  annually  required  is 
herewith  submitted  on  the  administration  of  the  Shops  Act,  1950. 

1.  — Early  Closing 

The  early  closing  day  varies  in  the  district  by  reason  of  traders 
having  exercised  their  legal  right  of  opting  for  the  alternative 
day. 

The  exercise  of  the  above  right  has  resulted  in  a variation 
of  day  within  the  same  township.  The  community,  however, 
appears  to  be  well  served.  Particular  attention  has  been  paid  to 
ensure  that  premises  open  for  the  sale  of  exempted  goods  do  not 
sell  articles  not  included  in  the  Schedule. 

2.  — Closing  Hours. 

Shops  within  the  area  close  according  to  the  times  set  out  in 
the  Act. 

The  hours  of  closing  permitted  by  the  Shops  Act,  1950,  operate 
within  the  area,  the  local  Closing  Order  of  1915  being  invalid,  due 
to  incompatibility  with  the  above  Act. 

3.  — Sunday  Trading. 

It  has  been  noted  that  small  shops,  particularly  those  where 
mixed  sale  exists  and  where  there  are  housing  estates  near  are 
sometimes  tempted  to  infringe  the  Sunday  Trading  Provisions  of 
t le  Act.  Visits  are  now  being  made  on  Sunday  to  various  parts 
o the  area  in  order  to  ensure  that  statutory  provisions  are  complied 
with.  1 he  Sunday  Trading  Schedule  of  the  Act  is  not  a matter 
ot  general  knowledge  and  consideration  is  being  given  to  supplying 
traders  and  chambers  of  trade  with  copies  so  that  the  elements 
ot  Sunday  trading  are  clearly  understood. 


Disinfectant  (Liquid) 
Disinfectant  Soap  ... 


29  tins 
18  lbs. 


55 


4.  — Employment  of  Young  Persons. 

The  provisions  of  the  Shops  Act,  1950,  and  the  Young  Persons 
(Employment)  Act,  1938,  are  generally  observed  within  the  area. 
The  hours  of  work  of  these  young  persons  and  the  conditions  of 
their  employment  are  duly  investigated  during  routine  inspections. 

No  matters  affecting  young  persons  and  requiring  action  under 
the  above  Act  arose  during  the  year.  Liaison  with  the  Youth 
Emnloyment  Bureau  has  proved  of  much  assistance  in  the 
administration  of  these  provisions. 

5.  — Authorised  Officers. 

Your  Senior  Sanitary  Inspector  and  first  Additional  Sanitary 
Inspector  are  Authorised  Officers  under  the  above  Act. 

6.  — General  Observations  on  the  Year’s  Work. 

During  1955,  325  inspections  were  made  for  matters  falling 
within  the  Shops  Act,  1950. 

In  order  to  ensure  that  the  hours  of  closing  and  the  provisions 
of  Sunday  trading  are  being  adhered  to,  visits  necessarily  have  to 
be  made  during  the  evenings  and  numerous  such  surveys  have  been 
made  during  the  course  of  the  year  and  in  general  it  is  felt  that  the 
provisions  of  the  Act  are  being  respected. 

IEUAN  LEWIS, 

Senior  Sanitary  Inspector  and 
Shops'  Inspector. 
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